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This has been a year of many 
challenges for all of us. The 
COVID-19 pandemic and resulting 
shutdowns and restrictions have 
increased the need for dental 
education and care. In addition, we 
continue to learn just how many of 
our families, friends, and neighbors 
have lost part or all of their health 
benefits and need our help.

That’s why your MDA Foundation 
is still hard at work raising money 
in order to continue and expand our work helping to 
improve the dental health of Michigan’s most vulnerable. 

This year we ask more than ever for your generosity 
and support as we move into this season of giving. 
Your gift, no matter the size, will help relieve pain from 
infection, educate mothers of young children on how to 
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Kicking Off the MDA Foundation’s Year-End Campaign with a Goal of $60,000

begin a healthy dental hygiene routine, 
and put smiles back on the faces of 
those who have lost hope. Please 
make your gift today and help the MDA 
Foundation with its Year-End Campaign 
goal of raising $60,000 for those in need.

Gifts made by December 31 may 
provide tax benefits for you, but most 
importantly will help thousands who 
cannot help themselves. 

Breaking news: The MDA Foundation 
has received just over $40,000 to date 
for our Year End Campaign. We’re only 
$20,000 away from our goal! Please 
make your gift now and help us reach 
our goal by December 31. 

You can make your gift online by 
clicking here.

GOAL!
$60,000

$40,000

Giving makes you feel good. It allows you to make 
a difference, to give people hope, and another chance 
at life. Kelly Levelston, the MDA Foundation’s Sparkling 
Smiles digital campaign keynote speaker and a former 
patient at the Muskegon Volunteer for Dental Health 
program, is happy to share her compelling story with 
anyone willing to listen.

Kelly had an abundance of singing talent and always 
wanted to sing. She fell in love with music at a young age 
and dedicated what seemed to be all of her free time 
to her passion. Then, she watched her dream crumble 
as her health deteriorated. She battled illnesses such 
as diabetes and gum loss, which hindered her ability to 

The Importance of Gifts — As Told by Kelly Levelston, Keynote Speaker 

Levelston(Continued on next page)
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The MDA Foundation in partnership with the Den-
taQuest Foundation, has awarded grants totaling $100,000 
to Michigan’s safety net clinics to obtain much-needed 
personal protective equipment.

The DentaQuest Foundation COVID-19 Grant Fund for 
PPE in partnership with the MDA Foundation was an-
nounced in October. 
The MDA Founda-
tion staff personally 
communicated with 
non-profit organiza-
tions throughout the 
state that provide 
dental education and care to the uninsured and under-
served. DentaQuest also peformed outreach to its contacts 
who would qualify for the grant. Letters of interest subse-
quently flooded the Foundation.

Each selected organization received $5,000, with funds 
disbursed in mid-December of 2020. The MDA Foundation 
will share stories and video updates on the results of the 
grants later this year, according to Nancy Maier, MDA Foun-
dation executive director.

“You’ll see the result of these most generous awards to 
those who are helping to improve dental health to Michi-
gan’s most vulnerable,” Maier said.

makes time to volunteer and serve as a board member with 
Muskegon Volunteer for Dental Health. 

As Kelly says, “It helps me get out of myself and to help 
someone else.” She adds, “For anyone, if illness ever showed 
up, anywhere, it’s devastation. But for anyone who has had 
illness and it shows up in your mouth, it’s a feeling that you 
cannot describe. And because I understand, I volunteer.”

Kelly stresses the importance of the MDA Foundation 
and its grant awards to local communities throughout the 
state. Grants help to fund clinics that would otherwise not 
be there to help the community. “I’m so thankful for MDA 
Foundation donors and their generosity for helping people 
like me. There are still so many more that need your help, so 
please continue to give.” 

Click here to make a gift today.
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perform and achieve her goals of becoming a professional 
singer.

“The joy of singing was ripped from my heart. My smile 
was gone,” Kelly recalls. “After dealing with years of illness, 
the disappointment of losing teeth and devastation of chron-
ic pain in my mouth, I found that the answer for me was to 
help others.” 

While searching for help with her dental challenges, she 
found the Muskegon Volunteer for Dental Health network. 
Not only did the dentist help her regain her smile through 
months of dental treatment, but Kelly slowly regained her 
health through better nutrition and dental hygiene. Today, 
Kelly can sing again and is busy with her music, but she also 

Amidst the challenges of a global pandemic, the Michigan 
Dental Association Foundation was forced seek out alternatives 
for its yearly Annual Session Sparkling Smiles event. The event 
typically creates an environment for guests to meet grant and 
scholarship recipients, enjoy a presentation from a keynote 
speaker, and enjoy a wonderful night of colleague interactions. 
This year, the event went digital.  

MDA Foundation Board member Dr. Danny Miller was the 
emcee of the digital campaign — and through the power of 
email and social media, MDA members and others were able 
to meet donors, patients, grant and scholarship recipients, and 
hear from our generous sponsors. Keynoter Kelly Levelston 
(see related story) served as the grand finale to the campaign. 
From June until the end of October, stories were shared and do-
nations sought to continue the life-changing work of the MDA 
Foundation. 

“We’re proud to announce that this first-ever digital 
event raised a record amount of money due to the over-
whelming generosity of our donors,” said Miller. “The total 
amount raised was $84,269 — funds that will be used to help 
grant, schol-
arship, and 
member as-
sistant plan 
re c i p i e n t s 
in 2021. On 
behalf of the 
whole MDA 
Foundation 
Board, thank 
you very much for believing in what we do!” added Miller.

First-Ever Sparkling Smiles Digital 
Campaign a Success, Raising More 
than $80,000

The Importance of Gifts (Cont’d)

SAVE THE DATE! 
Wednesday, April 29, 2020

6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel – Pantlind Ballroom 
187 Monroe Ave NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Sparkling Smiles
Celebration

The

Foundation Awards $100,000 to 
Organizations Serving Michigan’s 
Most Vulnerable; Grants Awarded 
from the DentaQuest Foundation 
COVID-19 Grant Fund for PPE requests 
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The 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act was designed to help businesses and non-profit organiza-
tions facing economic hardship during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Below are a few key provisions of the CARES Act that 
may affect you and your charitable goals:

New tax incentives: The CARES Act expands charitable 
giving incentives and allows taxpayers who take the standard 
deduction to make up to $300 of charitable contributions 
to qualified charities this year. You might think that that’s a 
small amount and wouldn’t make a difference. But what if all 
of our donors gave “just” $300? Such support would have a 
huge impact on those we serve!

For those who itemize their deductions, the new law allows 
for cash contributions to qualified charities such as the MDA 
Foundation to be deducted up to 100% of your adjusted gross 
income for the 2020 calendar year.

Required minimum distributions suspended: The new 
law temporarily suspends the requirements for required 
minimum distributions for the 2020 tax year. This probably 
comes as a relief to many of you who would have had to with-
draw from your retirement accounts.

Year-End Tip: Don’t Forget about Potential Tax Benefits from the 2020 Cares Act

Thank You, Ron Paler!

On behalf of the MDA Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, we want to sincerely thank Dr. Ron Paler for his 
service to the MDA Foundation. Ron began his service 
to the Foundation as a Board member, working his way 
through the officer posi-
tions and served as presi-
dent from 2000–2004. His 
focus during his presidency 
was growing the Founda-
tion’s assets through fund-
raising programs. In 2003, 
his work with the Board 
paid off as assets reached 
$1 million. After serving as 
president, Ron continued 
to serve on various com-
mittees, the latest being the 
MDA Foundation Planned 
Giving Committee. This 
year ends Dr. Ron Paler’s volunteer service to the MDA 
Foundation, though he and his wife Mary Jo continue to 
be leadership donors. Thank you, Dr. and Mrs. Paler!

Many of our donors use their RMD to make a gift from their 
IRA. Despite the RMD suspension, remember that if you are 
70½ or older, you can still make a gift from your IRA or name 
the Michigan Dental Association Foundation as a beneficiary.

Why a gift from your IRA may still be a good idea:
n Your gift will be put to use today, allowing you to see the 

difference your donation is making.
n You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer gener-

ates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you ben-
efit even if you do not itemize your deductions. 

n Since the gift doesn’t count as income, it can reduce 
your annual income level. This may help lower your Medicare 
premiums and decrease the amount of Social Security that is 
subject to tax.

Your charitable goals: We are deeply grateful for your 
continued kindness and support during this difficult time. 
Please contact the MDA Foundation to discuss ways in which 
you can reach your charitable goals while helping Michigan’s 
most vulnerable.

To make a gift to the MDA Foundation, please click here.
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Want to learn and see more about the work of the MDA Foun-
dation? Follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages.

You’ll see stories about those who 
benefit from our grant program and 
the students who are so thankful for 
our scholarship program. You will also 
see testimonials of why our donors 
and sponsors are proud to support our 
work — and who knows, you may even 
see yourself! 

We want to show others how proud we are of the work you 
help us do and grow our outreach as we begin moving into 2021. 
Please follow, “like,” and share our posts regularly. 

To make it as easy as possible, see the links below — you’re 
just a click away!

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/mda_foundation/

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganDentalAssociationFoundation/

The MDA Foundation Is on Facebook 
and Instagram — Follow Us there!
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