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Every year the Michigan Dental Association 
Foundation continues to see increased generosity from 
Foundation donors. That was certainly true in 2020 — in 
the midst of a pandemic, the MDA Foundation was able 
to have one of its best years ever!

Here’s why:
n Your generosity allowed for the Foundation to 

donate more than $150,000 in PPE, including sanitizers, 
masks, and gowns to regional Michigan hospitals during 
the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

n The MDA Foundation gave $156,000 in grant 
awards to eight organizations across Michigan in order 
to educate and serve Michigan’s most vulnerable, the 
uninsured, and under-insured. 

n $50,000 was given to Victors for Veterans and the 
VINA Clinic, both of which partnered to serve the dental 

2020 Overview: Thanks for Your Generosity and the Work We’ve Accomplished!

You’re invited — to attend a 
special Sparkling Smiles Happy 
Hour on Thursday, April 22 as part 
of your 2021 Virtual MDA Annual 
Session experience! Sponsored 
by the MDA Foundation, this 
online celebration will honor 
Foundation grant, scholarship, 
and partnership programs, as 
well as the extraordinary donors 
and volunteers who make them 
happen. Here’s a chance to learn 
more about the Foundation 
and the good things it’s doing 
in Michigan! The Happy Hour 
begins at 4:45 p.m. To attend this 
free event, RSVP by April 15 to 
foundation@michigandental.org.

Come to the Sparkling Smiles Happy Hour at the MDA Virtual Annual Session

MDA FOUNDATION PRESENTS
It’s time to virtually celebrate our grant, scholarship  

and partnership programs and our extraordinary  
donors and volunteers who make them happen.

Thursday, April 22, 2021 
4:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 

This Virtual Happy Hour promises to surprise and  
delight and also show the impact we are  

making throughout the state.

RSVP by April 1, 2021  
to foundation@michigandental.org  

or call 517.346.9458  
 

If you are unable to virtually attend and would like to  
make a contribution to improve dental health, to honor  

our donors, or those we are celebrating, please visit  
our website to donate today!

foundation.michigandental.org/fundraising/ways-to-give

Dress code for the evening is come as you are.  
Happy hour attire encouraged!

HAPPY HOUR

needs of veterans and their families.
n $28,000 was given to MDA members in the form 

of the new Member Assistance Program that provides 
life-changing services for members and their immediate 
families to cope with stress, anxiety, personal and 
financial problems, substance abuse, and more.

n The Foundation partnered with the DentaQuest 
Foundation in order to give $100,000 to 20 safety net 
clinics across Michigan. This allowed them to purchase 
much-needed PPE and provide a safe environment for 
both dental staff and patients.

n The Foundation awarded $15,500 in scholarship 
awards to support the best and brightest dental, dental 
hygiene, and dental assisting students.

Thanks to you and everyone who made these programs 
and services possible. You help us help others!
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The MDA Foundation relies on gifts from donors like 
you to carry out its important mission of Improving Den-
tal Health. Without you, the Foundation could not give the 
scholarship and grant awards that benefit so many year in 
and out. 

But what about 
the future? Your 
Foundation is fiscally 
responsible with all 
donations, making sure they are used for our important 
work, yet we want to sustain the Foundation well into the 
future to represent you, the dental profession and continue 
our mission. Planned gifts help us get there. 

Making a planned gift is relatively simple. It’s a great way 

https://foundation.michigandental.org/

Program News & Special Events

The MDA Foundation has announced the recipients of its an-
nual dental, dental hygiene, and dental assisting scholarships. 
Click here to watch a video honoring this year’s scholarship 
winners.

MDA Foundation scholarships are need-based funds. Need 
is determined by the FAFSA form on file at each student’s 
school. The scholarship application period opens in July and 
concludes Sept. 30 of each year. 

Thank you to everyone who allows us to support Michigan’s 
best and brightest future dentists, dental hygienists, and den-
tal assistants!

2021 Dental, Hygiene, and Assisting 
Scholarship Recipients Named

It’s Time: Plan Your Future Gifts Today 

Lasts year proved to be one of the best when it came to 
the MDA’s leaders giving. For the second year in a row, the 
MDA Board of Trustees took on a giving goal along with the 
MDA Foundation Board members. 

Together, both Boards raised a total of $80,000, with 100% 
of Board members making gifts.

“These campaigns show how serious each leader is to 
help the Foundation continue its work of Improving Dental 
Health across the state,” said 2021 MDA Foundation President 
Dr. Gary Asano, of Marquette. “We are honored to work with 
the MDA toward our giving goals and toward serving more of 
Michigan’s underserved every year,” Asano said. 

MDA Boards Raise $80,000

In partnership with the DentaQuest Foundation the MDA 
Foundation recently provided the Malta Clinic of Detroit 
with a much-needed new washer and dryer!

A huge thank you goes the DentaQuest Foundation who 
gave to make this donation possible!

Click here for more.

Foundation Impact: How You Helped 
Detroit’s Malta Clinic

MDA Foundation grants are now available for both dental 
health education projects and access-to-care projects 
located in the state of Michigan. 

Awards will range from $5,000 to 
$50,000 and span between one and 
five years, depending on the scope and 
length of the program/activity request. 
The number of annual awards will vary. 

Submissions for 2021 MDA Foundation 
grants are due by Wednesday, May 1. 
For more information, click here. Or, 
email foundation@michigandental.org. 
You may also call Nancy Maier, MDA 
Foundation executive director, at 734-
765-1197.

2021 MDA Foundation Grant Deadline 
Coming May 1; Apply Now

to provide the Foundation with solid financial footing well 
into the future. and ensures we can adjust our programming 
to meet the changing needs of those we serve. 

Here’s how you can make a planned gift to the MDA Foun-
dation:

n Give a gift in your will or living trust.
n Name the MDA Foundation as a beneficiary of your 

retirement plan assets or on a life insurance policy.
n Donate appreciated stock.
n Make the MDA Foundation a beneficiary of your Donor 

Advised Fund distributions.
For more information on making a planned gift to the MDA 

Foundation, please visit the Foundation website or call the 
MDA’s Nancy Maier at 734-765-1197. 

Maier

https://youtu.be/DO0CDHD6UGQ-
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Introducing Your 2021 MDA Foundation Officers
newsletter and the MDA Journal, along 
with helping to create clearer commu-
nication overall. Dan says, “I’m thankful 
to be representing an organization that 
is doing so many positive things for 
organized dentistry. I look forward to 
continue making MDA members, our 
donors, and volunteers proud of the 
work we do.”

Dr. Mike Nichols, secretary/treasurer. 
Dr. Nichols has served on the MDA 
Foundation Board for the last six years. 
He is a practicing general dentist who 
has chaired the Foundation’s Finance 
Committee for the last two years. Mike 
has also had roles within the Grant/
Scholarship and Development commit-
tees. He says: “It’s my honor to serve as 
secretary/treasurer of the MDA Foun-
dation. I’m proud to represent such 
a fiscally responsible organization. Everything we do is in 
tandem of our donor’s wishes and our mission of Improving 
Dental Health. I look forward to continuing in this role.”  

Foundation Names in the News

The MDA Foundation is proud to introduce two new addi-
tions to its Board of Directors!

Dr. Diana Ellis has devoted her ca-
reer to public health dentistry and 
helping those who face insurmountable 
challenges in obtaining dental educa-
tion and care. Dr. Ellis is an excellent 
analytical thinker and has helped the 
Foundation in the past on the Grant and 
Scholarship committee. She serves as 
the dental director at My Community 
Dental Centers and is excited to join the 
Foundation Board. As she says, “I can’t 
wait to begin working with this wonder-
ful team of people dedicated to helping educate and serve 
those who need it most.” 

Dr. Diana Ellis, Ted Schumann II Join MDA Foundation Board of Directors
Theodore Schumann II, who goes by 

the name of Ted II, comes from a long 
line of philanthropic supporters, having 
learned from his father, the late Theo-
dore “Ted” Schumann, who was well-
known to many in Michigan dentistry 
and also served on the MDA Foundation 
Board. Ted II is the president of The DBS 
Companies and makes his living helping 
dentists through different phases of their 
dental careers. His expertise is financial 
literacy, and he often helps dentists cre-
ate successful businesses that are excellent retirement assets 
for their partners into the future. Ted loves public speaking, 
and has helped the Foundation raise money as a keynote 
speaker at its annual Sparkling Smiles Gala. He currently 
serves on the Foundation’s Finance Committee.
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Ellis

Schumann II

During its March meeting, the MDA Foundation Board 
members elected the following to serve as the 2021 officers 
of the organization:

Dr. Gary Asano, president. Dr. 
Asano has served on the MDA Founda-
tion Board for three years, is a retired 
orthodontist, and a past president of 
the MDA. He has served on the Grant/
Scholarship and Governance commit-
tees of the Foundation and has helped 
update and create board operations 
and policy manuals. The Foundation is 
grateful to have Gary’s leadership, and 
he is grateful to have the opportunity to 
serve. “I look forward to leading the Foundation this year,” he 
says. “My goal for the year is to ensure board sustainability 
through leadership development.”

Dr. Dan Peters, vice-president. Dr. Peters has served on 
the MDA Foundation Board for the last five years. He is a 
retired general dentist who now works with The DBS com-
panies. Dan has served on the Development and Finance 
committees of the Foundation and has been instrumental 
in helping develop articles about the Foundation for the 

Asano

Nichols

Peters


